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Winter time in Hawker and Weetangera

The cold days and crisp, frosty evenings have started with the arrival of winter in Canberra. 

The sun goes down earlier in the day, making for longer nights. However, the weather        
makes it an excellent time to enjoy snow, food and cosy indoor activities.

We’ve put together some tips to help you get through the winter, as well as to assist with
community safety.

Smell gas in the neighbourhood? If you think there may be a gas leak, please report it to Evo
Energy’s Gas Faults & Emergencies line on 13 19 09. If the smell is inside your home, turn off
appliances and pilot lights, open doors and windows for ventilation, switch off the gas at the meter,
and contact a licensed gas fitter to locate the leak.

Get stuck into garden projects while it is cooler weather. Trim shrubs and trees which obscure
the front of your house. This helps to reduce easy hiding spots and maintain clear visibility from the
street. It also helps let passers-by know that the home is occupied and looked after. If gardening isn’t
your thing, try planting easy-care plants. 

Installing lights in your garden can also help ward off potential offenders from entering your
property.  Motion sensor lights on the driveway, sheds and pathways can be easily set up by using
good quality solar lights. 

Dark streets in the evening with streetlights out in your neighbourhood? Access Canberra
handles general enquiries about streetlights. Please call them on 13 22 81 to report a fault or to
make an enquiry, alternatively you can report streetlight outages online through Fix My Street.

Placing gravel on pathways and around windows can help alert you to potential intruders due to
the crunching noise when someone walks on it. 

On cold winter mornings, avoid leaving your car running and unattended while it warms up.
Offenders look for easy opportunities, and an unlocked, idling vehicle can be taken in seconds. Stay
with your car while it defrosts and never leave keys in the ignition if you step away.

Lock valuable garden tools or ladders away securely in garden sheds or garages.

Shorter days can mean exercising while it is dark. Stick to well-lit, busy streets and avoid secluded
short cuts. If you are wearing headphones or earbuds, keep the volume down low so that you can
hear surrounding noises or only wear them in one ear. Wear reflective clothing or light colours.

Why Not:

Host a potluck dinner with friends and neighbours.
Watch a soccer match at the local Hawker fields on a Saturday.
Visit a local street library in Hawker or Weetangera and curl up with a book under a warm blanket.
Grab a warming cuppa or hot chocolate at one of our local cafes - Rocksalt or Oscars.
Go for a walk around the Pinnacle area - bonus - no snakes in winter!
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Heading to the snow or more sunny climates during Canberra’s cold winter?

Here are some practical security tips for readying your home for holiday mode while you are away.

If possible, ask a neighbour to occasionally park in your driveway.
Let your neighbour use your green waste bin and ask them to put it out the front of your place on
green waste day and take the bin in afterwards.
Cancel regular deliveries such as newspapers and use services like Australia Post to hold your mail.
Don’t fully close all of your blinds or curtains. This may act as a signal that you are away.
Put lamps or radios in your house on timers to mimic your daily routine so that it looks like your
house is occupied.
Unplug televisions, computers and small appliances to protect them from power surges.
Post your amazing holiday photos after you have returned home. Broadcasting that you are away
from home can invite trouble.
Invest in a smart camera that interacts with your phone. Wireless camera doorbell systems that
interact with your smartphone can be handy as you can see live video of who is at your door and
also talk to them, making it seem like you are home. 

Below are the ACT Policing crime statistics for April and May 2026. 
Remember to REPORT any issues no matter how insignificant they may be at the time.

APRIL 2026

Always report incidents, no matter how insignificant it may be
Phone 131 444 for non-emergencies or 000 for emergencies
Phone 1800 333 000 or submit a form at Crimestoppersact.com.au to report anonymously.

MAY 2026

Although the number of reports has increased, it doesn’t
mean crime itself has gone up. What it does show is that our
community is doing exactly what we’ve encouraged —
reporting every incident so nothing is missed. 

Accurate reporting gives police the clear data they rely on for
resourcing and helps guide government decisions that affect
our suburbs.



Tips for buying or selling on Gumtree or Facebook Marketplace

Facebook Marketplace and Gumtree can be great ways of buying items second hand at reasonable
prices or to make some money when decluttering your house. 

Here are some handy tips for buyers and sellers.

Tips for Buyers

Check the seller’s account profile to see if they have a brand-new profile or it is missing a profile
photo. Where possible, only buy on Facebook from people with a long Facebook history. Avoid
sharing your email, phone number or other personal information.
Double check deals that look too good to be true. This could be a sign that there is a fake listing
with a compromised social media profile involved, where the real seller is based overseas. Check
what other items a seller has for sale - if there are a lot of brand-new items, the items could be
stolen goods.
Does the seller have a low star rating or urge the buyer to act quickly? These could be red
flags that there is a scam.
Has the seller asked for upfront payment before you have seen the item, or asked for an
unusual payment method? Wire transfers, cryptocurrency, gift cards or direct transfers should put
you on alert.
If buying an item in person, don’t hand over money until you have seen the item being sold. If
you are buying the item online and not able to see it beforehand, consider asking the seller for
further photos of the item, a live video or an original sales receipt.
Keep all messages within the app - moving to another app can remove safety protections.

Tips for Sellers 

Research potential buyers by checking their profile and their location. If they are overseas or
in a different State it is unlikely they will be collecting your item from you.
Beware if a buyer says they have accidentally overpaid and watch out for fake payment.
confirmations from scammers who are posing as buyers. If payment is occurring electronically,
check your bank account to see if the money has been deposited. Watch out for people offering to
send a courier before paying.
Check that cash payments are legitimate and not counterfeit.
Be careful if the person claims they cannot pick up the item themselves and they will send a
‘cousin’, ‘mover’ or ‘Uber driver’ to pick it up. These can be signs of a scam.
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Get more information or report a scam:

Scamwatch (National Anti‑Scam Centre): https://www.scamwatch.gov.au
Australian Signals Directorate (ASD): https://www.asd.gov.au
ACMA – Phone scams: https://www.acma.gov.au

Key Local Contacts

https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/
https://www.asd.gov.au/
https://www.acma.gov.au/


Electric bikes, motorcycles  
and scooters

Upcoming Events

Our Partner.. Softball ACT
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Want an email copy instead?  Join our mailing list: hawker@nhwact.org.au

You may have seen recent reports of young
people riding electric bikes and motorbikes
through the Hawker soccer fields and other
sporting areas around Canberra. These incidents
have damaged the grounds and raised safety
concerns for players, referees and spectators.

ACT Policing has confirmed that they are cracking
down on the illegal use of e-motorcycles, unsafe
electric bicycle use and vandalism.

Police recently seized a motorcycle from a
16‑year‑old in Belconnen after finding it was
unroadworthy, unregistrable and being ridden
without a licence.

It is illegal to ride electric motorbikes in the ACT
without a valid licence that authorises riding
vehicles of that kind or where the vehicle is
unregistered.

Electric bikes and electric scooters are legal, but
they must be used safely, within the rules and not
modified. That includes wearing appropriate
safety gear, respecting other path users and
pedestrians, and riding responsibly at all times.

Below are the upcoming Hawker Community
Repair Café dates. 

Our local NHW team are excited to be part of the
June event and will have a stall to provide
information, bin and window stickers to our
community.

There’s always a fantastic mix of stalls, crafts and
treats to discover — plus you can wander the
markets while getting something from home
repaired. 

It’s a brilliant way to back local makers and enjoy
everything our community markets have to offer.

Looking for some school holiday fun for your
child? Sign them up for Softball ACT's T-Ball Clinic.  

It’s fantastic for current players to sharpen their
skills during the Winter season and it is perfect for
new players to make new friends and discover the
excitement of this sport. 
 

For more information and to sign up, please visit: 

https://www.act.softball.org.au/events/359240 

https://www.act.softball.org.au/events/359240
https://www.act.softball.org.au/events/359240
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